Chapter 6

DRAMA AND FILM

^o complete this brief survey of Russian culture, there
remains but one of the main branches to discuss: the
drama. This is a field in which, as in ballet, the Russian
genius has found a particularly congenial field. The
contributions of Russian thought to the drama are of lasting impor-
tance to the world.

It is not simply that Russia has produced some of the greatest
dramatists, some of whom were mentioned in the chapter on litera-
ture and letters: Russians have also shown a remarkable talent for
theatrical production. The Imperial Theatres of Moscow and Peters-
burg kept alive a strong classical tradition, drawing upon both native
and foreign plays. Its schools, as those of ballet, maintained a supply
of actors and actresses trained thoroughly in the technique of the
stage. And it is noteworthy that a very keen interest has been shown
in English works. It might perhaps have been accepted that Shake-
speare should be performed; but it is somewhat surprising that
Bernard Shaw found frequent presentation on the Russian stage
even under the imperial regime.

Komissarzhevsky is a name that has become famous in the theatre
for an original outlook and power of innovation, sustained into the
days of the Soviet Union 5 and there have been scores of others,
besides Diaghilev, who came out of Russia to show that the Russian
stage was virile and progressive. One of these was Balaieff, whose
Chauve-Souris offered something new in entertainment.

In their nurture of the drama the Soviets have shown a somewhat
surprising liberalism. Dramatists have been encouraged to try new
techniques, and the theatrical profession itself has been given a
higher status than it has ever enjoyed before. Some of the plays have
been amazing experiments, and if this phase is passing it has
bequeathed to the contemporary Soviet theatre an enterprise and
willingness to break with tradition that cannot but have far-reaching
and important results.

One of the most praiseworthy features of Soviet drama is its
encouragement of the work of national theatres. Each of the nation-
alities within the Union has set up its own special drama? where the
native language is used and the work of native dramatists is per-
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